www.standard.net. au

LOCAL NEWS

The Standard FRIDAY, March 20, 2002 - 3

$5.5m upgrade plan

L

Warmambool Primary School principal Peter Auchett] (left) shows plans to Opposition education spokesman Martin Dixon and Member for South West Coast Denis Napthine.

By ALEX SINNOTT

WARBNAMBOOL'S oldest
school has unveiled a grand
modern design to bring ifs
ageing facilities into the
new century.

Warrnambool Primary
School is hoping to get $2.5
million in State (Govern-
ment funding to bankroll its
%5.5 million redevelopment
projeet. Tt is also planning
to apply for $3 million from
the Federal Government
under its capital works
stimmlus package.

Principal Peter Auchettl
gsaid the project would
breathe new life into the
centrally located school, re-
placing its outdated library
and some ¢lassrooms.
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Modern two-storey design

“The school council have
been very keen on this pro-
ject for a number of years
now and if we do get the
State Government on board
it will mean a transfor-
mation in the way we oper-
ate,” he said.

“The design of the project
is exceptional and is tailor-
made to what we need
here.”

The two-storey design fea-
tures eight classrooms, four
small staff areas, a raised
seating area, a computer
lab, toilets, six break-out
rooms and a 400-square-

metre outdoor courtyard.
The building’s roof will be
covered by a grassed rec-
reational area replacing
the school’s asphalt court-
yard.

Mr Auchett] said the pro-
posed facilities would be
available to community or-
ganisations after school.

“Being in central Warr-
nambool, lots of community
groups I'm sure would be
interested in using the fa-
cilities, so it's not just a
Warrmnambool Primary pro-
ject, it's a community pro-
ject,” he said.

The proposed complex
would replace two portable
class buildings and a li-
brary built in 1955 which
were last refurbished in the
mid-1960s.

South West Coast MP
Denis Napthine said the
State Government needed
to look at the circumstances
of specific schools before
allocating capital works
funding,

“1 would hope the (3tate)
Minister for Education
(Bronwyn Pike) takes the
opportunity to look over
this design and give
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financial backing to what is
one of the largest primary
schools in the region,” he
said.

“They need to take a com-
mensense approach, “T'm
impressed by what the
Warrnambool Primary
School have done here and
it would be a shame if the
Government took a one-

size-fits-all to Dbuilding
classrooms here”
Designer Dean Ficken

said the new complex
would eradicate much of
the drab asphalt courtyard
located at the back of the
historic school building.

“There's a lot of raw as-
phalt area and not enough
green space,” Mr Picken
said.

School
needs

ignite
debate

MILLIONS of dollars in
building upgrades are
needed to keep south-west
schools operating, Oppo-
sition Education
snakesman Martin Dixon
said.

After he visited the
region yesterday, Mr Don
gaid there were several prl-
mary-and secondany
schools acrss the south-
wastin need of
refurbishment.

He said Warmamboaol
cchoole wars under-funded
by the State Govemment by
£1.5 milkon and Portland
schoaols faced a similar
manetary shortiall of £1.2
million.

“A well maintained school
provides a safe leaming
and working emvironment, &
positive educational atmos-
phere and a percaption that
the school cares for its stu-
dents,” he said.

Mr Dixon said the Auditor-
General's report Schoal
Buildings: Planning, Main-
tenance and Renewal was
highly critical of the Brumby
Govemment's fallure 1o
Maintain schoals.

Education Minister
Bronwym Fike said the State
Govemment was cumently
underaking the biggest
school rebuilding program
in Victoria's history, with
every govemment school
rebuilt, renovated or
extended as part of the
plan.




